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WELCOME BACK!  Back to school and back to routines in our home families. Back to work in our CWL 
families.  I hope you had a refreshing summer and that you are ready to help your council tackle the 
many ongoing issues in Education and Health.  In this memo I will present a few updates from the 
spring, introduce the newest National resolutions, and call attention to the Holy Father’s latest 
encyclical. 
 
Since my last memo in April, National Chairperson of Education and Health Nancy Simms released a 
fourth communiqué, which is available on the CWL website (www.cwl.ca).  It contains some 
interesting links and topics, including an update from our very own Barb Thuen, who is the National 
Literacy Sub-committee Chair.  One thing noted in the communiqué that is worth mentioning again is 
the 11th international conference for Matercare International, taking place in Rome from August 
31st–September 4th (right now!). The theme of this year’s conference is Maternal Health and the 
Catholic Conscience. Please keep MaterCare in your prayers and look for more information on their 
website if interested, www.matercare.org.  
 
As you may have heard from your council’s voting delegate, a motion was passed at our Military 
Ordinariate 48th Annual Convention in May to create the Military Ordinariate Provincial Council 
Bursary for Lay Ministry.  A very generous donation was made by Padre Hope Winfield which enables 
us to begin offering bursaries this spring.  I will be sending out another memo with the guidelines 
and forms shortly.  Stand by! 
 
At the 95th National Convention in Vancouver last week, five new resolutions were passed, and FOUR 
of them fall under Education and Health.  Details are available on the CWL website.  The resolutions 
are: 
- 2015.01 – Increased Early Access and Intervention to Children and Youth Mental Health   

  Services 
- 2015.02 – Ban Microbeads in Personal Care Products 
- 2015.03 – Banning the Use of Neonicotinoid Pesticides 
- 2015.04 – Invoke Section 33 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in the case     

  of Carter  v. Canada  
 
Finally, as if those resolutions aren’t enough to keep us busy this year, the Holy Father has blessed 
our standing committee with our very own encyclical!  Issued in May, Laudato Si: On the Care of Our 
Common Home is the first encyclical devoted to environmentalism and the title means “Be praised” 
or “Praise be to You” which is a line from the Canticle of the Sun by St. Francis of Assisi.  I encourage 
you to read it and discuss it with your councils, even if you read it in small sections at each meeting 
over the year.  The full text is available on the Vatican website 
(http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html). There is a lovely prayer at the end, which you could 
pray with your council and distribute in your chapels. I will share it here:  

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 
Military Ordinariate Provincial Council 

 

http://www.cwl.ca/
http://www.matercare.org/
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015.01.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015.01.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015.02.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015.03.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/revised-2015.04-1.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/revised-2015.04-1.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html


 
A Christian prayer in union with creation 
 
Father, we praise you with all your creatures.  
They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 
they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love 
Praise be to you! 
 
Son of God, Jesus, 
through you all things were made. 
You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 
you became part of this earth, 
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 
Today you are alive in every creature 
in your risen glory. 
Praise be to you! 
 
Holy Spirit, by your light 
you guide this world towards the Father’s love 
and accompany creation as it groans in travail. 
You also dwell in our hearts  
and you inspire us to do what is good. 
Praise be to you! 
 
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, 
teach us to contemplate you 
in the beauty of the universe, 
for all things speak of you. 
Awaken our praise and thankfulness 
for every being that you have made.  
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 
to everything that is. 
 
God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 
Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak,  
and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 
O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  
help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Your sister in the League, 
 
Allison Klemen 
CWL MO Education and Health Chair 


